Warm greetings from Tyler Junior College! 


As our nation and world begin to emerge from a dark time, things are 
brighter than ever at TJC! 


With more than 115 degree and certificate programs now offered, 
students are discovering their educational and career goals at our 
award-winning institution. Because of our commitment to educational 
excellence, they are gaining the firm foundation that thousands of 
TJC alumni found here and have now gone on to become successful 
leaders in a variety of careers and professions. 


Since 1926, TJC has provided the right start for thousands upon 
thousands of students from our region as well as from around the 
world. We celebrate the many who forged the paths that our current 
students now follow because TJC can now truly take them anywhere 
they set their hearts and minds to. 


We have much to celebrate in the latter half of 2021. The central 
campus is enjoying the magnificent new Rogers Palmer Performing 
Arts Center which opened this summer, and we are happy to welcome 
the community to enjoy splendid performances TJC is so well known 
for, now in this updated high-tech facility. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Apache Athletics has added to its already impressive trophy case 
thanks to earning four NJCAA national championships earlier 

this year. Numerous current students and recent graduates were 
awarded valuable scholarships, and the TJC Speech and Debate team 
again gained national recognition through victories in numerous 
competitions. 


The College’s core values of unity, caring, integrity, empowering and 
excellence have never been so evident, and we celebrate the Board of 
Trustees, leadership team, staff, faculty and the entire community for 
supporting the important role of our great College. 


As | begin my third year as president of Tyler Junior College, | am 
grateful for your support. It is my privilege to serve this community 
and this institution as we witness a united TJC working together to 
advance our region, state and country. 


Sincerely, 


Juan EV/Mejia 
President & CEO 
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As a high school senior in Sinton, Texas, the 
main thing Roy Martinez knew about college 
was that he was going to go to one. He had no 
idea where and didn’t know how, because funds 
were tight with an older sister just finishing her 
degree at Sam Houston State University. 


Martinez originally came to TJC in hopes of 
playing on the baseball team, but a torn ACL 
sidelined him before he could even begin. 
Although baseball was out of the picture, 
Martinez enjoyed his classes and found his 
professors had interesting experiences to share, 
so he decided to continue his TJC education. 
He knew he needed a job to pay for school 

and living expenses, and a friend from church 
suggested he apply for a teller job at Southside 
Bank. Previous high school jobs had provided 
him the basic skills he needed, and without a 
car, Martinez was happy to have a job within 
walking distance of the College. As he worked 
full time and attended classes, Martinez became 
more interested in the banking industry. “I 
didn’t choose it as a career,’ he said. “I just 
chose it as a job, and it turned into a career.” 


Martinez continued his education, transferring to 
UT Tyler to earn his bachelor’s degree and later 
his MBA. “Il was so grateful that | could go right 
from TJC into the next phase; that was helpful.” 


He spent the next 20 years in banking, working 
in various roles including collections, credit 
analysis, consumer lending and commercial 
lending. It was during this time that he met 
Winston Jones, the majority owner of Swan 
Transportation Services, a full-service freight 
brokerage company. Martinez and Jones often 
talked about business strategies, and Jones 
repeatedly offered him a job. “I kept saying no. 
Finally, | guess hitting 20 years in banking, | 
thought maybe it is time for something different.” 


There is something special about TJC students. Whether it is their unique talent, keen business sense, focused determination or an exceptional 
ability that makes them successful; TJC alumni can be found throughout East Texas as well as in various parts of the world. Our students are 
proving every day that with the education and training gained at TJC, their hard work and passion can truly take them/from Jc toanywherer 


Martinez had only been at Swan for a year 
when Jones unexpectedly passed away, and 

the remaining partners asked him to run the 
business. “We've got good people here who 
supported that and so we've grown. We 
actually doubled in size over the next few years, 
which was great.” 


Roy Martinez 


Although Martinez had little spare time while 
working and attending college, his experience 
at TJC afforded him many opportunities. “For 
me, | came from a really small town, but moving 
here to Tyler opened my eyes a lot. | didn’t get 
involved with a whole lot early on primarily 
because | was working a lot, but seeing 

it did expose me to people who 

have interests in different 
things, and that was very 
unique to me.” 


“The professors and the 
teachers at TJC all had 

a different background. 

| actually was very 
interested in that because 
| wanted to know, ‘What 
was your path to get to 
What you’re doing?’ And 
they weren't just people 
locally; they came from 
across the globe. They have 
different walks of life 


Roy Martinez, President and CEO, \ 
Swan Transportation Services 


and they bring different experiences to 
incorporate in the classroom. That was always 
fascinating to me.’ 


Martinez also found that professors cared and 
wanted to help ensure he could continue his 
education. He remembers a time that he was 
called to the office of Dr. Bill Crowe, former 
president of TJC. “He was talking, just wanting 
to know a little bit about my background and 
such, and then he 
says, Hey, I’ve 
got something 
for you, 
and it was a 
thousand-dollar 
scholarship that 
was provided 
to me by the 
Faulconer 
Foundation.” 


Martinez knew it was made possible by a co- 
worker who “put a bug in someone’s ear” about 
his financial need. “And that was a huge help 
financially,” he said. “| couldn't tell you how big 
of a cornerstone that was, just to get started 
and without even knowing the people. I’m 
grateful to the Faulconers, I’m grateful to TJC, 
and grateful to those who thought enough of 
me to put my name in the hat.’ 


As president and CEO of Swan Transportation, 
Martinez oversees offices throughout the 
United States. When out-of-town clients 

or employees from other offices visit the 
company’s headquarters in Tyler, he is happy to 
give them a tour of the Rose City, which always 
includes a drive down Fifth Street and the main 
campus of TJC. 


“| don’t see it watered down,’ Martinez said 

as he reflected on his community college 
education at TJC. “I see it as the next step for 
somebody’s pathway, no matter who they are. 
TJC has been around for nearly a century, is 
successful in the growth and the quality of their 
product and the students. It doesn’t matter 
what job they get or what career they choose, 
they’re adding to and contributing to wherever 
they are in society. And that’s really the goal. 
The goal isn’t just to get the diploma or the 
certificate, it’s finding a way to put things within 
your toolbox to be able to add back and create 
value somewhere. And it doesn’t have to come 
from a grandiose four-year university. That’s not 
the end game. It’s really not. TJC is a full-fledged 
basket full of experiences that you have the 
opportunity to take advantage of.’ 


Roy Martinez is currently serving as the chair 
of the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce and 

is an executive board member of the Tyler 
Economic Development Council. He is also a 
graduate of Leadership Tyler, Class 19, and has 
held numerous board positions with various 
organizations. He resides in Tyler with his wife, 
Anne, and their two children. 


FROM TJC 
TO STANFORD 


TJC alum and incoming Stanford University 
student Dolly AuBuchon is preparing for life 
on “The Farm” while working full time and 
prepping to sell her house. But a busy lifestyle 
and overcoming anything that gets in her way 
is nothing new to AuBuchon. “| dropped out 

of high school at 16 and had my first attempt 
at college derailed by health issues before 
succeeding at TJC. Did | think | had any chance 
of being accepted to Stanford? Never in a 
million years. | tried anyway and now, here | am 
— preparing for life at Stanford this Fall.” 


AuBuchon, who graduated from TJC in May of 
2021, will be moving to Palo Alto, California in 
the coming months, but she’s already gotten 

a jump on her time at Stanford. “Stanford has 

a program for all incoming students called 
Approaching Stanford, which is administered 
via Canvas. This is a way for them to teach you 
about life on campus and help you complete 

all new student paperwork over the summer 
so that you aren't having to do it in a rush once 
you arrive,’ she said. “In addition, | have signed 
up for a pre-orientation camping trip that they 
offer. This gives you a chance to meet some of 
your fellow ‘newbies’ before plunging into 
the hectic campus life.” 


While studying International 
Relations and Public and 
International Policy with 

an interdisciplinary in 
Democracy, Development 
and the Rule of Law at 
Stanford may bring 

a lot of challenges, 
AuBuchon says TJC 
prepared her for 
whatever comes next. 
“Public Administration 
is how the majority of 
citizens experience 
their government 

at work. | felt it 

was Important to 
understand how 


that level of government works in order to 
understand how to make government better at 
the higher levels,” she said. “That street level 
government and how it operates ... is what | 
learned through my program at TJC. | believe 
that knowledge will serve me well as | learn 
about, and eventually pursue employment with, 
higher levels of government or organizations. 
TJC gave me an excellent foundation of 
knowledge to build on at Stanford.’ 


To those who helped create that foundation at 
TJC, she said she can’t thank them enough. “1 
could not have done 

it without 


Dolly 
AuBuchon 
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each and every one of [my professors] and 

| will carry all of you to Stanford with me,’ 
said AuBuchon, who plans to become more 
active on social media to keep in touch with 
professors and former classmates. “Professors 
don't always get the opportunity to learn what 
becomes of the students whose lives they 
have touched. | want to give them that. | also 
hope that students take an interest and that 
it encourages them to dare to dream big and 
to then pursue that big dream. | want them to 
know that they CAN get ‘here’ from ‘there”” 


For those students looking to get from “here to 
there,’ AuBuchon has some advice: “Don’t let 
the perceptions of others or your background 
write the script of your future for you. Grab 
the pen and write it yourself! You are capable 
of breaking the mold, defying stereotypes and 
being more than you maybe dared to dream.” 


e an excellent 
1 of knowledge 
at Stanford. 


Jolly AuBuchon 


Post Stanford, AuBuchon hopes to work 

for the government or a non-governmental 
organization (NGO) overseas, work on policy 
in D.C., or run for public office. “Bottom line, 
though, is that | want to find that place where 

| feel | can make a substantial impact and 
change things for the better,’ said AuBuchon. “| 
also hope to come back to TJC and encourage 
others to dare to go further.’ 


FROM TJC 
TO BIOMEDICAL 
ENGINEERING AT UTSA 


DeShona Jernigan, a Spring 2021 graduate, was 
a general studies major while at TJC, proving that 
a flexible general studies foundation can work 
for even the highest of achievers. Her next step: 
biomedical engineering at UT San Antonio. 


Previously set on physical therapy as a major, 
DeShona completed a research project on 
developing and promoting artificial organs for 
transplant patients and fell in love. “The more | 
researched it the more | wanted to actually be 
the one to design these things,” said Jernigan. 
“So | started looking more into biomedical 
engineering and discovered that there are so 
many career paths | could take with that major.’ 
She’s currently focusing on the orthopedic path 
to eventually design prosthetics for amputees 
or design artificial bones. 


“Biomedical engineering is all about innovation, 
change, newness, and | want to be a part of all 
of that. Especially if it'll help others in the long 


» 


run. 


Before making the move to San Antonio, 
Jernigan reflected on her foundation created 

at TJC. “For the most part, in every class that 
I’ve taken at TJC, | was on it, | really understood 
what was going on,’ she said. “| feel extremely 
confident with the classes that | took at TJC 
and | had awesome professors. | had that 
connection with them and they were willing to 
make sure that we knew what we needed to 
know for our next step.” 


Those TJC professors are who she wants to 
thank for making her “a changed person, for 
the better.” “| have more goals for myself. 
They have opened me up to looking into 

more opportunities when | graduate and | 
appreciate it a lot,’ she said. “Because if I’m 
really passionate about something, if | really 
want to know more, they were there to help 
me learn more about whatever it is | was just 
trying to get involved with. | highly appreciate 
it. They were literally my backbone when | was 
just questioning a lot of things concerning my 
education. And I’m just happy | had them in my 
life while | was at TJC.” 


Jernigan said she’s looking forward to diving 
into her major at UTSA and is proud of what 
she accomplished during her time at TJC. “I’m 
extremely proud of myself and I’m extremely 
proud that | was able to be that involved — 
to receive that many awards and that type 


DeShona Jernigan 


of recognition,’ said Jernigan. “I’ve also told 
this to many of my mentors that I’ve met and 
professors that I’ve met; that it means so much 
to me because of the simple fact that I’m a 
Black female surrounded in a predominantly 
White school. So, | can be an encouragement 
to other students coming behind me, and that 
within itself is just awesome ... So, that’s what 
I’m proud of the most, is being an example and 
being a leader to future students, and especially 
future students who are also a person of color.’ 


FROM TJC 
TO A SUCCESSFUL CAREER 


Tim Mesaros admits he was not the best 
student while attending high school in 
Lubbock, Texas, but he found a career with a 
solid foundation, thanks to the training and 
education he received at Tyler Junior College. 


Tim recognized the lack of skilled laborers 

in the United States and saw that many of 
those employed in the industry are reaching 
retirement age with very few trained workers 
prepared to take their places. He realized 

the potential for a great career and decided 
to enroll in TJC’s Industrial Maintenance 
Technology program to prepare himself. 


Tim found the broad range of topics taught in 
TJC’s IMT program has been very useful in his 
job at Jacksonville-based Plastics Holdings, 
Incorporated. “Most programs focus on one 
area where Industrial Maintenance Technology 
focuses on a bit of everything,’ he said. 
“Knowing the language of maintenance Is half 
the job. Being able to communicate effectively 
with coworkers is a must.’ 


He also credits instructors like Link Worthen, 
professor and IMT coordinator, who helped 
equip him and other students with the 
knowledge they needed to excel. Because of 
the comprehensive instruction and training he 


Tim.Mesaros 
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Tim Mesaros 


received, Tim was able to go immediately from 
TJC into the start of a successful career. 


Students in the two-year IMT program learn 
pneumatics, mechanical drives, hydraulics, 
electrical instrumentation, HVAC/R, rigging, 
boiler operation and more. They also have 
opportunities for internships with local 
employers, which is how Tim was introduced to 
Plastics Holdings. That internship enabled him 
to gain valuable experience that led to a job 
offer before he graduated. 


When asked what advice Tim might give other 
students, he said, “If you want a rewarding 
career without being in massive debt or 
spending years at school, then industrial 
maintenance is a really good option.” 


Tim hopes one day to impart his knowledge 
and work ethic to others seeking the same type 
of rewarding career he has found. “As far as 

the future, | hope to one day teach this kind of 
program. My family is blue-collar and I’ve been 
taught hard work is the best work.” 


With his family’s advice and the solid 
foundation gained at TJC, Tim is now reaping 
the benefits of his hard work. 


FROM TJC 
TONYC 


TJC alum Kobe Lloyd believes TJC was what God 
had intended for him. “I wasn’t planning on going 
here at first, but God had other plans,’ he said. 


The East Texas native studied general studies 
and history during his time at TJC. And as much 
as he loved his classes and professors, his 
involvement in groups around campus is what 


he values most. “My experience at TJC was 

one of the best I’ve ever had,’ he said. “Sure 
there were ups and downs, but God and my 
friends are what truly helped me get through 
everything. | was a student ambassador, | was 

a part of the TRIO program, and a member of 
the Baptist Student Ministry (BSM). These are 
all amazing organizations to join while you're on 
Campus.” 


| 
| 


Lloyd currently lives in Queens, New York, 
where he is on a mission trip. “I’m serving and 
evangelizing the Jackson Heights community,’ 
he said. “It’s still super surreal that I’m living 
here; | love it here for the most part. I’m a New 
Yorker for the time being.” 


He plans to return to Texas to study history 

at The University of Texas at Arlington (UTA) 
and get his teaching certification. “I think TJC 
prepared me to be a teachable student and 

an even better human being,” he said. “All of 
my professors were honest and willing to help 
me succeed in every way possible, and | really 
appreciate that. | also think TJC challenged me 
to know how to study and be a critical thinker.’ 


prepared 
eachable 


While in New York, Lloyd has been reflecting on 
his time at TJC. “To all my professors, friends, 
TJC BSM, those in the admissions office, 
President Mejia, and everyone else I’ve met 
along the way at TJC, | really appreciate all that 
you taught, shared and exemplified to me,’ he 
said. “Il was paying attention and | hope to use 
all that I’ve learned at UTA.’ 


Kobe Lloyd 


FROM TJC 
TO ANYWHERE 


From dual credit high school students at TJC to 
dancing all over the world, Evelyn Robinson and 
Aaron D’Eramo truly embody the TJC spirit. 


D’Eramo studied at TJC’s pre-professional 
dance program during high school and, in 2015, 
he went on to continue his academic studies at 
Southern Methodist University. 


Robinson attended the TJC Academy of Dance 
throughout middle school and into high school, 
taking dual credit classes her freshman year. 
She received a prestigious offer to study at the 
University of North Carolina School of the Arts 
high school dance program and attended there 
through her senior year. 


D’Eramo received his Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Dance Performance from SMU and is currently 
a freelance dancer working across Texas. “| 
have worked contracts in Dallas, Houston and 
Austin, as well as in smaller cities across the 
state, he said. “COVID-19 really did a number 
on the performing arts. | actually moved home 
to Tyler during the pandemic and was not able 
to dance for around six months. | have just 
recently been getting dance work again, and | 
am currently auditioning for full-time contracts 
with companies across the country.” 


Robinson graduated high school during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, so her plans have been 
changed some as well. “Il am currently, and 
have been for the past year, dancing with the 
Atlanta Ballet 2,” she said. [The Atlanta Ballet 


is one of the premier dance companies in the 
country and the official State Ballet of Georgia.] 
“Recently | have auditioned for many more 
companies both abroad and here in the U.S. as 
well as for Broadway. | am awaiting what my 
plan will be for this upcoming year.” 


D’Eramo says TJC granted him a firm 
foundational technique across ballet and 
modern dance that he uses every day in his 
work. “But, good technique is only the ticket 
inside the building. To build a career in the 
performing arts from scratch, character, work 
ethic and creativity matter much more than 
innate talent,’ he said. “TJC taught me more 
than how to do a proper pirouette in ballet; this 
school instilled in me a discipline and a work 
ethic that still guides all of my pursuits. It also 
gave me opportunities to create dance phrases, 
to improvise and explore what my body could 
manage. | use these foundations of creativity, 
work ethic and technical bodily intelligence 
every day in the field.” 


Robinson says she will never fully grasp how 
fortunate she was to receive the training 

she did. “TJC and the dance faculty provided 

me with such a strong foundation. | learned 
everything from the basics of dance technique 
to just how much | love dance and how to share 
that with the world,’ she said. “Il am the person, 
artist and dancer that | am today because of TJC.” 


me more 
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D’Eramo credits the dancer he is today to his 
TJC dance academy teachers. “I would say, 
thank you for introducing me to my love of 
dance, for granting me the courage to pursue 
one of the most fascinating crafts | know 

of, and for giving me the foundational tools 
necessary to succeed,’ he said. “My past great 
experiences, and my future experiences to 
come, | owe to my Tyler teachers!” 


Robinson says the dreams of her 6-year-old self 
are coming true every day, thanks to her dance 
professors at TJC. “What you have done for me 
and the person you have shaped me into fills 
my heart immeasurably. Words are much harder 
for me to express how | feel than dance is,” she 
said. “| hope the dancer | am today embodies 
my gratitude for Mrs. Thereza Bryce-Cotes and 
Mrs. Shurrell Wiebe.” 


Both D’Eramo and Robinson have auditioned 
for multiple companies across the United 
States, on Broadway and abroad. The TJC 
community knows they’ll succeed in their next 
endeavor wherever it takes them! 
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Connecting TJC students to high-paying jobs at local, 
state and national surveying companies for 66 years By Rebecca Sanders 


During the 1950s, veterans were returning home to East Texas after completing their military 
duty in the Korean War. The oil and gas industries were booming, and companies urgently 
needed educated employees to fill their workforce. It was during this time of growth and 
opportunity that executives of Humble Oil (now Exxon Mobil) approached the leadership of 
Tyler Junior College to discuss forming a program to teach surveying. 


Schedules were arranged so that students could work in addition to going to college. 
Freshmen took classes Monday and Wednesday, and sophomores on Tuesday and Thursday, 
leaving one day for lab classes and two days for work. 


More than 66 years later, the surveying and mapping program at TJC continues to train 
surveyors to work in various roles across the globe. Professor and Department Chair Willace 
Johnson acknowledged the foresight of the early instructors. “Classes have always been on 
the block system. Back in the ‘50s, they had the vision; they understood the importance of 
connecting the industry with the education. 


“Students are encouraged to work,’ Johnson continued. “Through our advisory committee 
and the local industry, we are really connected. Typically, if a student wants to work, there 
will be an opportunity for them to work locally. Best outcomes are when students work. The 
theories they learn in the classroom, they can see happening on the job.’ 


Johnson, as well as Professor Patti Williams, credits much of the program’s success to the 
connections they maintain with local surveyors. Williams, who began teaching surveying 
and mapping at TJC in 1985, started having pizza lunches at the beginning of each semester 
so that surveyors and crew chiefs could meet the students. Today, the tradition continues, 
bringing surveyors from all over the state 

to seek out prospective employees while 


enjoying pizza and soda with the students. Our students read more 


Local surveyors recognize the quality boundary law than any 

of the TJC students and are committed . 

ah EN SRN Ns re to helping them succeed. Survey law school student i the 
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students who will eventually enter their profession. Since 1990, SEFT has 

not only provided jobs, but has also supported students with scholarships 

and resources needed for their ongoing education. Local surveyor and TJC 
alumnus Joey Stanger was instrumental in starting SEFT, and continues to 
support the TJC program and its students. 


TJC is well known for teaching the foundational principles vital to accurate 
surveying. “Our program is focused on boundary surveying called ‘cadastral’ 
area of surveying, which focuses on property boundaries,’ Johnson said. 
“That has been the focus from day one.’ 


Cadastral surveying is used by the United States Bureau of Land 
Management, which maintains the official records of more than 200 

years’ worth of title records. It is also the system used by the state board 
which regulates boundary surveying in the surveying profession. The most 
commonly recognized user of the system Is the appraisal district which 
determines property taxes with cadastral surveys. 


“Our students read more boundary law than any law school student in 
the state of Texas,” said Williams. “They can defend boundaries, write 
reports for attorneys and get things ready to go to court. It’s all about size, 
shape and location for most people, and then we put the layer of legal 
consequences.” 


“If you ask employers what separates TJC from other programs in the state, 
they will say it’s the boundary surveying,’ Johnson said. “They can read 
property records and create deed sketches and maps from the records. 
Basically, they can take records they see in the courthouse and create a 


» 


map. 


While Johnson and Williams 
focus on boundary 
surveying, they make sure 
their students are familiar 
with other methods such 

as engineering surveying, 
construction surveying and 
offshore surveying. 


“Those types of businesses 
also recruit our students 
for their understanding 

of spatial relationships,” 
Johnson said. Because 

of their understanding 

of surveying 
fundamentals, TJC 
students are highly 
sought-after. ae 


continued on page 23 


A strong supporter of the surveying and mapping program is Chris 
Solomon, a 1993 TJC graduate who is now the president and CEO of 
SAM Companies, the largest combined geospatial and construction 
services firm in the nation. SAM has over 900 employees, more than 30 
offices across the country and has grown to over $180 million in annual 
revenue. 


Solomon grew up with a keen interest in the outdoors, and his father 
suggested pursuing land surveying because it aligned well with his 
interests. Like most TJC surveying students, Solomon also had a job. 
“TJC provided me the opportunity to work part time for Stanger 
Surveying Company and attend classes on my schedule,’ he said. “| 
believe this allowed me to jumpstart my career with a tremendous 
amount of practical experience.’ 


After graduation, Solomon accepted an opportunity to work with 
Survey Resources Inc. (SRI) in Austin where he continued his 
professional development. In 1994, the former head of SRI, Samir 

G. Hanna, founded his own company, Surveying And Mapping, Inc. 
(SAM), and Solomon enthusiastically joined the firm at its inception. 
He advanced through every level, ultimately becoming the president 
and CEO. 


Solomon is grateful for the opportunities he gained while at TJC and 
especially thankful for his former professor, Patti Williams, and original 
employer Joey Stanger. “I will never forget and truly appreciate the ie 
strong foundation upon which TJC helped me build my future and | will 

always be a champion for promoting the TJC experience for others.” = 
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PLOTTING YOUR 


Vat Move 


TJC Career Planning helps students hone their 


By Alex Leroux 


skills, talents and values to land their dream job 


People begin their college journey at many 
different points in their lives. 


Whether they’re fresh out of high school, 
starting college after working for a while, or 
even coming back for a career change or to get 
another degree, TJC Career Planning can help 
them get on track to a successful future. 


Career Planning is a free resource available to 
everyone. Students can meet with Specialist 
Sherry Fuller to discover their interests, 
strengths, personality traits and other factors to 
consider what might be a good career path for 
them. 


“When | have sessions with students, a lot of 
times we'll label that as the ‘it factor; which is 
what is going to be needed and present not 
only at TJC, but beyond,” says Fuller. “It benefits 
students to have that passion, that love, they 
know where they’re going with their degree.” 


Abigail Floyd, a current TJC student from 

Tyler, said Fuller and Career Planning helped 
her find what she was passionate about after 
some uncertainty when graduating high school. 
Now a general studies major at TJC, Abigail 

is working on her American Sign Language 
certificate, with plans to transfer and study 
special education. 


i 


“Ms. Fuller helped me find my calling by asking 
me deep and thought-provoking questions. 

| will never forget one of the questions she 
asked me: What am | passionate about? What 
is something that if | heard someone talking 
negatively about, | would stand up for without 
hesitation?” says Floyd. “It was eye-opening! 

| feel | had become confused and sidetracked 
with other plans along the way, and because 
of Ms. Fuller and Career Planning, | have 


discovered my calling and found my direction 
again.” 


Ms. Fuller 
Planning, 
vered my 


Abigail Floyd 


Heather Lay, a current TJC student from 
Garland, worked in the insurance industry 
for 22 years before she was laid off due to 
(COV/ Dil). 


“| was unsure of which path to take and 
called TJC to explore my options. Sherry was 
welcoming, reassuring and gave me avenues to 
explore that | had not thought of before,’ she 
said. “| asked her if people go back to school in 
their 40s, and she assured me that, yes, they do 
— especially now.” 


For students who want to do what makes them 
happy for a career but may not know what that 
is, Career Planning’s assessments and activities 
can go far past just deciding a college major. 


“We identify something that is going to fuel you 
for your career,’ Fuller said. “Hopefully it will be 
something that you’re going to have a love to 
pursue, and it’s going to be a great match for 
you long enough that you actually retire from 
that in the future.’ 


Recent TJC graduate Larry Adisa, of Palestine, 
recommends TJC Career Planning for more 
reasons than just figuring out a major. 


“| know a lot of people think they know what 
they want to do but don’t know what comes 
with what they want to do,’ he said. 


“Some lifestyles won't be sustainable with 
certain careers. Understanding and figuring 
out all the aspects that come with getting a 
career and living your adult life isn’t something 
many of us know without lots of research, and 


Sherry does a phenomenal job helping you find 
resources and guiding you through them to 
make big decisions yourself.’ 


What about after a student’s time at TJC? They 
may discover what they want to do, but what 
about where to transfer to complete their 
studies, or where they want to live, or which 
fields have openings or will pay the amount 
they want to make? TJC Career Planning can 
help answer these questions and many more. 


“Knowing your career choice is going to give 


you the lifestyle that you’ve worked so hard 
for all this time is comforting,” Fuller said. “So, 
there’s a huge package of all these different 
elements we offer that goes far beyond 5 ba 
just choosing a college major for right now. ett i 
It’s a long-term investment in yourself and 
discovering those elements.” 


Current TJC student Andrew Mathews, of 
Jasper, came to TJC to study business. After a 
couple classes and a Career Planning session, he 
quickly learned he’d rather be in the workforce 


Boer 


as soon as possible and changed his major to 
study real estate. 


“My experience with Career Planning was great 
because they helped me pick a career | never 
thought of pursuing,’ he said. “Il would definitely 
suggest Career Planning to others. They truly 
care about you, your dreams and future plans.” 
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The Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center was officially dedicated with a celebration dinner 

June 11, 2021, that included musical and dance performances, as well as special recognitions. The 
dinner honored leadership benefactors to the Campaign for Performing Arts and the legacy of TJC’s 
arts programs. The opening of the new facility comes much to the delight of the entire community 
including students, donors, faculty and administrators. 


The extensive remodeling of the original Wise 
Auditorium, along with approximately 16,500 
square feet of new space have resulted in a 
comprehensive performing arts center which 
also includes a recital hall and art gallery, larger 
stage with 2,058 additional square feet in 
performance space, expanded backstage with 
new dressing rooms, green room, rehearsal 
and dance studios, a larger main lobby, all new 
technology and a cultural arts plaza that serves 
as an outdoor performance venue. 


The state-of-the-art facility will ensure that TJC 
can continue to recruit exceptional talent, grow 
the College's arts programs and help build a 
thriving arts culture for East Texas by offering 
high-quality and accessible programming. 
Students will receive the outstanding performing 
arts training that TJC is known for and they 


Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center opens to the 
public with a slate of new shows in 2021 and 2022 


will now have a first-class facility in which 

to perform. With this combination, students 
can truly go from TJC to anywhere with the 
education and experience the College provides. 


The dedication program included remarks by TJC 
President Dr. Juan E. Mejia and Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement Mitch Andrews. 
Sheryl Rogers Palmer and Margaret Perkins, 
co-chairs of the Campaign for the Performing 
Arts, and committee members were recognized 
for their vision and leadership in the immense 
project. It was four years ago that the Campaign 
for the Performing Arts steering committee 

was formed and two years since the ceremonial 
groundbreaking was held in the Cultural Arts 
District on TJC’s main campus. 


Entertainment was provided by Chris and Adam 
Carroll, Julianne Casey, Andy Christopher, Aaron 


D’Eramo, Sylvia D’Eramo and Evelyn Robinson. 
All are accomplished performers throughout 

the United States and a majority are TJC 

alumni. Academy Award-winning songwriter 

Will Jennings and longtime arts professor and 
administrator Dr. Cheryl Rogers were inducted 
into TJC’s new Ovation Society, which recognizes 
TJC alumni for their accomplishments in or 
support of the arts throughout their lives. 


“The new Rogers Palmer Performing Arts 
Center represents the excellence that is a 
hallmark of TJC,” stated Margaret Perkins, co- 
chair of the Campaign. Fellow co-chair Sheryl 
Rogers Palmer and a trustee for the Robert 
M. Rogers Foundation also remarked, “The 
Rogers Foundation is proud to be part of this 
project. The facility will serve as a community 
venue including the College’s exceptional arts 
programs.” 


Members of the community will have the 
opportunity to tour the new Rogers Palmer 
Performing Arts Center during grand opening 
festivities in September 2021. 
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TJC CULTURAL ARTS 


Located in the heart of our main campus, 
the TJC Cultural Arts District features a variety of art 
and science programs across four venues, including: 


e Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 


e Jean Browne Theatre 


| e The Earth and Space Science Center featuring 
Hudnall Planetarium 


e Tyler Museum of Art 


| If you’ve ever been to a concert or show on our 
campus, you already know that the depth of artistic 
talent among our faculty and students is astounding. 


From top-notch theatrical productions and 

performances by our outstanding music and dance 

departments to incredible works created by our art 

students, we have some of the finest entertainment 
anywhere in East Texas. 


And The Earth and Space Science Center featuring 
Hudnall Planetarium never ceases to amaze and inspire 
a new generation of young explorers with its one-of-a- 
kind teaching, learning, and special-occasion space. It 
is also home to the only 40-foot dome theater in East 
Texas. 


TJC is the College of East Texas, and we’re proud 
to be a part of our community’s vibrant arts and 
entertainment scene. 


TJC.edu/CulturalArtsDistrict 
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TJC THEATRE & DANCE 
2921-2022 SEASON 


TJC Academy of Dance presents 


The 
‘Nutcracker 


ri * 


Ne VERMORe 


Tue IMAGINARY LIFE Anp 
MYSTERIOUS DEATH Or 


Book, lyrics and music by 
Jonathan Christenson 


CLI 


By Larry Gelbart 


Sept. 29-Oct. 2 ~ Nov. 10-13 


Jean Browne Theatre Jean Browne Theatre 


ROGERS PALMER PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
TJC.EDU/NUTCRACKER 


CE SCIENCE 
DNALL 


Book by John O'Farrell 
and Karen Kirkpatrick 


Music and Lyrics by 
Karen and Wayne Kirkpatrick 


By Romulus Linney 


Feb. 23-26 


Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 


April 27-30 


Jean Browne Theatre 


ON TO 


TJC prepares students to be champions 
in competition and in life 


Anyone familiar with the Tyler Junior College 
Alma Mater can sing its last two lines with gusto: 


“On to honor, on to glory, on to victory 
Hail to thee, our alma mater, hail to TJC” 


TJC athletes and speech and debate competitors 
embodied those lyrics and emerged victorious 
on the national stage in the 2020-21 season, 
not only continuing TJC’s legacy of competitive 
excellence but also its long-standing tradition of 
training champions to be winners in life. 


Apache Athletics added four championships 

— in baseball, women’s soccer, and men’s and 
women’s tennis — to its already-crowded trophy 
case in Wagstaff Gymnasium, bringing TJC’s total 
national sports titles to 66. 


The TJC Speech and Debate team earned top 
individual and team honors at the American 
Forensic Association (AFA) Senior College 
National Tournament and the Phi Rho Pi National 
Tournament for Community Colleges, adding to 
more than six decades of national titles. 


Ja’Quacy Minter, of Mount Pleasant, won two 
individual championships at the Phi Rho Pi 
competition, and the entire team was named 
Top Community College at the AFA national 
tournament. 


According to M’Liss Hindman, TJC speech 
professor and team director, the wins took 
the team’s total national honors to well over a 
hundred. 


AYEAR TO REMEMBER 


The national recognition was a hard-earned 
reward for a year of challenges wrought by the 
global pandemic, including how and when the 
competitions were held. 


Speech and debate competitions were held in 
both fall and spring, thanks to Zoom and other 
virtual platforms that eliminated the need for in- 
person interaction or travel. 


Last summer, the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) voted to move all 
Fall 2020 games to Spring 2021, which meant 
every game in each of TJC’s 12 sports was held 
between January and June instead of being 
spread over two semesters. 


“To have this many national titles during a normal 
year would be gratifying in itself,’ said Kevin 
Vest, TJC director of intercollegiate athletics, 
“but for it to have happened this year was just 
extraordinary. We could not be prouder of the 
students, coaches and everyone who had a hand 
in making this happen.’ 


That success also extended into the classroom. 
“We've also just had two of our best consecutive 
years, academically, with a 3.0 department-wide 
GPA for both years,” he said. 


So, how did it happen that, in this difficult year, 
there would be so much winning? 


Vest smiles at the question. 


“There's an old Pittsburgh Steelers saying: ‘The 


Ja’Quacy Minter 


By Elise Mullinix 


standard is the standard,” he said. “Even though 
we were going through COVID and had all the 
adjustments related to that, the expectations 

of our coaches on their student-athletes never 
changed — whether it was in academics or 

just being good people — and that obviously 
translated onto the field and the court. Whether 
we win 66 national championships or not, the 
standard of meeting expectations is always the 
same.’ 


Hindman agreed that the challenges of learning 
how to compete online added another layer of 
difficulty, but it was worth the effort. 


“Several schools decided not to compete last 

fall because they didn’t think it could be done 
effectively,’ she said, “but when they saw those 
of us who took the challenge beginning to 

build our team’s experience and preparation for 
national tournaments, they began to ask us for 
advice. Although our students didn’t get to travel 
and interact with students from other colleges, 
they stil! learned valuable communication and 
performance skills.” 
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CREATING CHAMPIONS 


Vest also attributes the legacy of success to a 
continuity in leadership style. He joined TJC in 
2019, succeeding longtime athletic director Dr. 
Tim Drain, who was promoted to TJC associate 
vice provost for student affairs. 


“| really credit (previous TJC athletic directors) 
Tim Drain and John Peterson,’ he said. “They 
made a point to hire really great coaches who 
just get it, who know what this place is about 
and that it Is special. The whole culture that 
was created by Tim, John and all the way back 
to Coach Floyd Wagstaff was that we can win, 
and we can do it with really good people. We 
don't have to sacrifice who we are and what our 
values are to win. We can be about all of those 
things and still win. Our coaches literally walk 
those values every day and pass that on to their 
student-athletes.” 


Hindman has been a member of the TJC speech 
faculty and team director for more than 40 
years and has been recognized at the state 

and national level as an outstanding educator. 
Assistant Director Joan Andrews, a TJC alumna, 
is a former national champion in various events. 


Hindman said, “Our professors’ focus is on 
overall student success, not just winning, and the 
common denominator is always talent plus hard 


TJC SPEECH AND DEBATE 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 2021 


American Forensic Association National Tournament 


Top Community College 
Phi Rho Pi National Tournament for Community Colleges 
Ja’Quacy Minter, national champion in prose and oral interpretation 


work. Talent alone is not enough. Students must 
learn that hours of work and dedication are what 


” 


is necessary to truly succeed in developing skills. 
WINNING AT LIFE 


Those lessons aren't just preparing the students 
for the next game or speech tournament, they’re 
ultimately setting them up to be successful 
citizens. 


Vest said, “One of the characteristics | see in 
former athletes in general is we're used to being 
judged in public. Your wins and losses are public. 
When Head Football Coach Thomas Rocco has 
to make a call on 3rd and 3 on the goal line, it’s 
going to be in the newspaper the next day. You 
can't hide from it, and you have to learn to live 
with that success and failure in a public way.’ 


He continued, “It creates a resiliency and 
confidence in people, and they learn to not let 

it define them. That’s something that is created 
through team sports, practice and mastery of 
skills. The things they learn from playing sports are 
far more beneficial than actually playing the sport. 
For example, my 13-year-old daughter knowing 
how to jump serve a volleyball is not going to 
carry her far in life; but my daughter knowing the 
work that it took to master that jump serve is 
going to impact her for a long time.’ 


Hindman said, “[Grammy-winning] Christian 
artist Chris Tomlin is a graduate of our program, 
and | think he said it best. He said being on the 
team gave him confidence and helped form his 
performance identity. Plus, it made him realize 
that his talent allowed him to compete with 
students across the country and to be a winner. 


) 


She added, “Competing in speech and debate 
helps develop the will to succeed, and students 
are given the support system to help them 
flourish. The skills they use in competition 

are skills that they will use for a lifetime. Our 


TJC ATHLETIC NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 2021 


Women’s Division | Soccer 
Women’s Division | Tennis 
Men’s Division | Tennis. 

Men’s Division II] Baseball 


program shows them how to use positivity to 
relieve stress and anxiety and focus to use their 
communication skills to their utmost.’ 


The TJC speech/debate and athletic programs 
have helped to shape famous champions such as 
Tomlin and NBA star and Olympic gold medalist 
Jimmy Butler — but their biggest claim to fame 
might be their central mission of providing 
students with a safe place to start, figure out 
who they are and grow. 


“Undoubtedly, the competitors on our speech 
and debate team learn communication skills that 
will benefit them for their entire life,’ Hindman 
said, “but the most important things they learn 
are how to believe in themselves, how to support 
others and how to appreciate hard work. And 
they will also have the wonderful memories of 
teamwork with friends.” 


Vest added, “One of the things that we 
emphasize to our students is that TJC is an 
avenue to better things. We have a lot of kids 
who go on to play professional sports; but for 
most of our students, it’s a pathway to education 
and creating the skills that are going to help 
them be successful in life and give them an 
opportunity to do more than what they thought 
was possible.” 


Graduates often find their TJC education and training have prepared them to go directly into the workforce where they discover successful careers that are 
very enjoyable and extremely rewarding. Many others are preparing for their future by continuing their education, pursuing bachelor’s degrees and beyond. 


Several recent TJC graduates earned significant scholarships due to their outstanding academic achievements along with their campus involvement and 


community service. 


ae 


EDGAR GONZALEZ, a Jacksonville 
native and Fall 2020 Tyler Junior 
College graduate, was awarded the 
Tyler Junior College - Baylor University 
Presidential Scholarship. The significant 
award will cover his entire tuition 
which is about $50,000 per year. 


Gonzalez was a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society, TJC Presidential 
Honors Program and the men’s soccer 
team. 


Gonzalez received his associate degree in general studies, graduating with 
honors. For his outstanding academic achievements, he was named to the 
President’s List. He will start classes at Baylor this fall and plans to major 
in biology. After completing his bachelor’s degree, his goal is to attend 
medical school and become a doctor. 


“| know TJC prepared me very well for Baylor,’ Gonzalez said. “| have 
excelled so far in my classes and know | will continue to do the same 
while | am at Baylor.’ 


TJC Honors Program Director Dave Funk said, “Edgar is a singularly 
talented student, an excellent ambassador for TJC, and he will be a 
wonderful addition to the student body at Baylor University. His passion 
and comprehensive understanding of biology, coupled with his natural 
intellectual curiosity and persistence, will serve him well at Baylor 
University.” 
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CHLOE DUVAK, a Bullard native and Spring 2021 graduate, was awarded 
Texas Christian University’s Transfer Provost Scholarship, which has a 
value of $20,000 per semester. Duvak graduated from TJC with a 4.0 GPA 
and earned an Associate of Arts degree in general studies. She will start 
classes at TCU this fall and plans to major in biochemistry. 


Duvak was a Presidential Honors scholar and was named to the 
President's List all four semesters. She received the Rotary Young Citizen 
Award and the Watson Wise Incentive Award, and earned inclusion on the 
Texas Academic All-State Team. She was a member of the Alpha Omicron 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and also served as a student 
ambassador for the College. 


When asked how TJC has prepared her, Duvak said, “I believe the science 
classes that | took definitely prepared me for the upper-level science 
courses that | will be taking this upcoming fall. | learned many study 
strategies and time management skills. | definitely grew a lot as a person 
as well. Professors such as Dr. Andrea Hathcote pushed me to always 
better myself and seek out ways to 
grow as a scholar.’ 


After receiving her bachelor’s degree 
from TCU, Duvak plans to attend 
medical school to become a physician. 


os 


She is interested in specializing in 
surgery or OB-GYN. 
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HEIDY SOTO AND JEFFREY 
YOUNGBLOOD received scholarships 
from the Community College 
Baccalaureate Association (CCBA), the 
national organization for community 
colleges that are baccalaureate-granting 
institutions. 


Soto, of Marshall, will soon complete her 
Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene 
at TJC. She previously earned associate 
degrees from TJC in general studies and 
in dental hygiene. 


Youngblood, of Tyler, graduated cum laude with his Bachelor of Applied 
Technology in Healthcare Technology and Medical Systems during Spring 
2021 commencement ceremonies. He previously earned a licensed 
vocational nursing certificate of proficiency and an Associate of Applied 
Science in nursing from TJC. 


TJC President Dr. Juan E. Mejia, who 
also serves on the national board of 
directors of the CCBA, presented the 
awards. “Heidy and Jeffrey have always f _ 
distinguished themselves as scholars ee ' 
and leaders, and we are very proud of [i | 
them,’ Mejia said. “We celebrate them 
for their extraordinary efforts, and we 
extend our most sincere appreciation 
to the entire board of the CCBA for 
recognizing student achievements.” 
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AMY JOFFRION AND JACOB 
GRIFFITH, both of Whitehouse, were 
recently named to the 2021 Coca-Cola 
All-Texas Academic Team. 


Joffrion, a Spring 2021 cum laude 
graduate, was named a Coca-Cola 

Gold Scholar and received a $1,500 
scholarship. She earned her associate 
degree in health information technology 
as well as her certificate in medical 
coding. She was active in the Alpha 
Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 
where she served as officer. She plans to attend The University of Texas at 
Tyler to study biochemistry with the goal of attending medical school. 


Griffith, a biology major, was named a Coca-Cola Silver Scholar and 
received a $1,250 scholarship. He is a member of the Presidential 
Honors Program and serves as an officer of the Alpha Omicron Chapter 
of Phi Theta Kappa. He plans to attend The University of Texas at Tyler 
and eventually hopes to become a 
veterinarian specializing in exotic 
animals. 


“The All-Texas Academic team embodies 
the best elements of Texas community 
colleges,” said Jacob Fraire, president 
and CEO of the Texas Association of 
Community Colleges. “Through their 
leadership, academic achievements 

and civic engagement, each student 

has worked to better themselves, their 
schools and their local communities.” 
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TJC’s Promise program shows early signs of 
tremendous success toward college affordability 
and student empowerment 


Since its launch in 2016, the TJC Promise has 
helped hundreds of students plan for their 
future while making college more affordable 
than ever. 


The fall 2020 semester saw the first group of 
TJC Promise students begin to take courses on 
the TJC campus, some of whom have already 
graduated with their associate degree. 


Autumn Browne 


For TJC graduate Autumn Browne, a Lindale 
native, her commitment to the TJC Promise 
meant getting her associate in record time - 
and debt free. 
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“If it wasn’t for the Promise then paying to go to 
school for 62 college hours would have been a 
different story.’ Browne said. “! would have had 
to pay out of pocket, and by then | would have 
nothing left to turn to other than student loans.” 


Browne began taking college-level courses in 
high school, and by the time she stepped foot 
on campus, it only took another two semesters 
to complete her degree. She plans to attend 
UT Tyler in the fall to get a bachelor’s degree in 
construction management. 


The TJC Promise is unique in that it provides a 
program that encourages educational success 
in high school and provides engagement and 
support services throughout the educational 
journey of students including their time at TJC. 


Participants in the TJC Promise sign the 
“Promise Pledge’ their freshman year in high 
school. They pledge to achieve standards based 
on academics, persistence and community 
service. If successful all four years of high 
school, they will not pay tuition and fees for 
two years at TJC 


On average, Promise scholars have higher GPAs, 
more credit hours taken, more credit hours 
completed and persist in pursuing their college 
education. It’s a testament to the commitment 
made by these students their freshman year 

in high school, and to TJC Promise success 
coaches who guide Promise scholars through 
every step. 


By Allen Arrick 


TJC Promise was launched in partnership 
with the six East Texas communities that are 
part of the TJC tax district: Tyler, Chapel Hill, 
Van, Lindale, Winona and Grand Saline, along 
with several private schools in the area. The 


community of Mineola recently announced the 
new Mineola TJC Promise program and will 
recognize their first class of scholars this fall 

as they sign the “Promise Pledge” during their 
freshman year in high school. 


Area superintendents have worked closely 
with College leadership to develop and launch 
the program based on the initial success of 
the Rusk TJC Citizens Promise, which was the 
first community-based “promise” program 
established in the state of Texas during 2014. 


“Based on the success of the Rusk Promise, 


the TJC Promise was developed with the 
goal of supporting the educational success of 
East Texas students, which includes ensuring 
that more students of the region pursue and 
complete a college education,’ said Mitch 
Andrews, vice president for institutional 
advancement at TJC. 


The TJC Promise launched in tandem alongside 
a fundraising campaign with the goal of raising 
$20 million in endowed funds dedicated toward 
Promise scholarships to support successful 
students. With ongoing and generous support 
from the community at large, the program is 


Su rveyin § continued from page 11 


expected to continue indefinitely. At this point, 
$19.3 has been committed to the campaign 
through the Tyler Junior College Foundation. 


This past year, the program was recognized 
with a significant grant from the Greater Texas 
Foundation to provide additional resources 

to support TJC Promise students. As part 

of the grant, TJC is joining two other East 
Texas colleges, Grayson and NCTC, who are 
developing their programs. 


“The vision of the institution, the collaboration 
between superintendents, and the broad 
financial support from the community and the 


Willace Johnson explains a survey of the Alamo which hangs in his. TJC classroom 


Many students leave TJC with job offers of $40- 
50,000 per year, while a recent graduate was 
offered $72,000 as a starting salary. Students 
who desire a specialized or broader body of 
knowledge of surveying may need to seek 
additional training such as obtaining a bachelor’s 
degree. 


For both Johnson and Williams, teaching was 
their second career. Williams, the first female to 
enroll in the TJC surveying program, first worked 
for a local surveyor during the sub-division 
boom. Soon after, she was hired by Exxon Mobil 
to create maps, write reports and get exhibits 
ready for court cases. 


When Exxon discontinued a portion of their East 
Texas operations in the mid-1980s, Williams was 


not interested in relocating, and was offered a 
job at TJC. She recently completed her 36th year 
of teaching. 


Johnson comes from a family of engineers and 
surveyors, but did not choose that career path 
when he first attended college. He said he 
“resisted” following his family in their profession 
and originally earned his bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice and psychology from Hardin- 
Simmons University. 


Johnson noticed the success his brothers 

were having in the surveying business, so he 
enrolled in the TJC surveying and mapping 
program to make a career change. Williams 
recalled Johnson’s days as one of her students 
and admired his dedication to his family and his 


Greater Texas Foundation have given so many 
students a tremendous lifeline to support their 
college goals.” Andrews said. “We could not 
have done this without support on so many 
levels, which has provided invaluable resources.” 


For Browne, the TJC Promise was the jump start 
she needed. 


“| chose this path because it came with so many 
benefits. Not only was | able to go to college 
and stay in my hometown, the TJC Promise also 
helped me achieve my associate degree leaving 
me with no debt.” 


classes. “His first son was born his first year in 
surveying school. He dove in,’ she said. 


Upon graduation, Johnson worked as a surveyor 
for several years. He had always enjoyed seeing 
people learn new things, and his employer 
admired his patience when he observed 
Johnson training other surveyors. When 

offered a teaching position at TJC, Johnson 
Saw an opportunity to continue training future 
surveyors, but at a more fundamental level. 


Johnson and Williams work with students as 
they set up their academic plans to help ensure 
they will be successful. Each year, about 40 
students complete the program with a certificate 
or associate degree in surveying and mapping. 


Sophomore students do research at the General 
Land Office in Austin each spring and deal with 
original records, which include Spanish archives. 
Upon graduation, students are experts at reading 
documents, “even if they were written with a bird 
feather in 1886,” Williams said. 


Williams and Johnson are grateful for the 
support they receive from various organizations 
and individuals such as Stanger, SEFT, Society 

of Professional Surveyors, Altera and Trimble. 
Geomatic Resources, a survey equipment vendor 
in the Dallas area recently donated more than 
$100,000 surveying equipment to TJC. 
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